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ALLSTEEL/GUNLOCKE TORONTO RESOURCE CENTER

EARNS LEED-CI GOLD CERTIFICATION

(TORONTO, ON —SEPTEMBER, 2009) —The Allsteel/Gunlocke

Resource Center, located in the historic 1899 Toronto Carpet Factory Boiler

House, has earned LEED Canada for Commercial Interiors (CI) Gold

Certification. The showroom is only the second facility in Toronto to earn the

gold-level certification using the Canadian system, and represents the sixth

LEED-certified showroom housing the two sister companies.

“The first time I saw the Boiler House, I couldn’t wait to apply the LEED

system to the redesign of such an amazing historic building,” said Keri Luly,

Allsteel’s Manager of Sustainability Programs and LEED AP. “The blending of

dramatic design, heritage preservation and environmentally smart initiatives was

certainly challenging, but the reward lies in the great experience that visitors

have when they walk into the showroom.”

The 7,965-square-foot space was transformed by Toronto-based design

firm, figure3, into a stunning showcase reflecting the distinct personalities of both

brands, while respecting the building’s historical past. The juxtaposition of



exposed brick walls, steel architectural elements, 50-foot ceilings, and a glass-

enclosed boardroom dramatically suspended from the ceiling creates a

compelling visual dynamic. The figure3 and Allsteel/Gunlocke team focused on

reusing and reviving as much of the original building materials as possible,

helping it earn the distinction as one of the first eight LEED Canada-CI certified

projects in Canada.

To earn the LEED-CI certification, Allsteel/Gunlocke and figure3 took a

number of innovative steps:

Site selection: The showroom is located in the densely developed Liberty

Village neighborhood that is being revitalized from its post-industrial roots.

Nearby public transportation and minimal parking discourage individual

car use and promote using alternative transportation to the showroom.

Water and energy efficiency: New fixtures reduced water usage by

nearly 40 percent, while 100 percent of the energy needed to operate the

showroom is offset by the purchase of renewable energy credits from

Ontario’s first green electricity retailer, Bullfrog Power. Additionally, lighting

sensors automatically dim light fixtures when natural daylight illuminates

the building through the hundreds of original windows.

Materials and resources: The design team reclaimed much of the

building’s original materials, and sourced new ones with high levels of

recycled content from local resources.

Indoor environment quality: Careful construction and pre-occupancy air

quality management plans, combined with a long list of low-emitting

materials, kept indoor air healthy for both construction workers and current

occupants.



Innovation in Design: Educational programs such as Allsteel’s

GreenTouchScreen share environmental awareness and knowledge with

the community.

For visits or appointments for the Allsteel/Gunlocke Resource Center call

(416) 588-6200. For additional details on the companies’ shared commitment to

sustainability, visit www.allsteeloffice.com/alltogethernow or www.gunlocke.com.

About Allsteel Inc.

Allsteel Inc. designs, builds and delivers progressive and relevant workplace

furniture solutions. The company has Resource Centers in Atlanta, Boston,

Chicago, Dallas, New York, San Francisco, Santa Monica, Washington, D.C.,

and Toronto, ON.

About Gunlocke

The Gunlocke Company is an industry leader in the design, manufacture and

marketing of wood contract furniture: case goods, seating and tables. The

company carries forward a tradition of quality craftsmanship, technical expertise

and conscientious customer service. Showrooms are located in Atlanta, Boston,

Chicago, Muscatine, New York City, Santa Monica, San Francisco, Washington

D.C., and Toronto, ON.

About LEED

LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is the nationally

accepted benchmark for design, construction and operation of high-performance

green buildings developed by the U.S. Green Building Council and adapted by

the Canada Green Building Council. LEED-CI is the rating system for building

tenants to certify their interiors are healthy, productive, energy-efficient work

environments.


